COLLEGE LIFE                              93

eminent, the Phi Beta Kappa, was an old and dig-
nified institution, having been founded in 1776, at
William and Mary College, whence it soon spread
to Harvard and Yale, eventually establishing itself
in most of the principal colleges of the country j
at Union, under the control of the faculty, it be-
came the high literary distinction of the class, only
the third of the class with the highest collective
record being admitted at graduation. Each of the
societies had its secrets, its secret meetings, its grip
and passwords, and it always seemed to me, though
I was early initiated into one which had a dis-
tinguished record and literary reputation, that it was
a folly and a waste of the energies of the students.
Opposed to them all was an anti-secret society, and
this, like the others, was known by the initials of
the secret name, which was supposed to be Greek
and to indicate, mysteriously, the character of the
society. Students at the earliest date, generally
in the first weeks of attendance, were thoroughly
canvassed by the members of these societies, and
invited, in accordance with their characters, to enter
one or the other, those of a studious tendency find-
ing most favor with that to which I was invited, and
which consisted mostly of poor and studious men,
others according to their social standing or wealth,
or even their tendency to a wild life.

Besides this we had a house of representatives
for the juniors and a senate for the seniors, over
which two of the senior professors presided, know-
ing the rules of the respective branches of Congress,lar hours. I
